CUNA Meeting Minutes January 29, 2009
President Scott Barron welcomed those in attendance at 7 pm.  Secretary Sandy Juarez presented the Treasurer’s report – CUNA’s balance is $2,086.61.  VP Jay Dufour presented an update on the traffic study commissioned by CUNA using grant funds from the Greater New Orleans Foundation – the consultants have begun traffic counts and are meeting with the City’s traffic engineers the week of Feb. 9.  Additionally, a Steering Committee is being formed to advise the consultants on neighborhood concerns and objectives – those interested in serving should contact Jay.  Completion of the traffic study – which the city requires to consider any changes - is slated for the end of the 2nd quarter.  Additionally, Jay noted that CUNA is pursuing additional grants from GNOF for special projects.

Scott then introduced our first guest – Kevin Fitzwilliam from the new Hollygrove Market and Farm.  They are located at 8301 Olive St.  (formerly Guillot’s Nursery, behind the Carrollton post office) and currently operate as a wholesale buyer’s club selling boxes of produce but they will soon operate a retail store.  They concentrate on local, not necessarily organic produce, and will buy from any individual who has had his/her soil tested.  Saturday hours are 10am – 2 pm and they ask that you reserve a produce box if you’d like one.  The box costs $25 and contains 12-15 types of produce.   There is a substitution table if you’d like to switch out some of the produce, and there is also a “lagniappe” table where anyone can buy a la carte items sold by homeowners who have their own vegetable plots producing more than they can consume.  The buyer’s club may or may not continue once the retail produce store is open, which is anticipatred in a few months.  Future endeavors planned include a wholesale program to market local fruits/vegetables to local restaurants and the universities, and a community garden that will enable training in organic horticulture.  There is a “green pavilion” constructed by Tulane architecture students that maintains plants using rainwater only.  For more information, go to the following website:  http://hollygrovemarket.com/
Next, Jean from Parkway Partners gave a presentation encouraging residents to replant trees.  Jay is our neighborhood captain this year, collecting applications for free trees from Parkway Partners.  Jean noted that Orleans Parish lost 70% of its tree canopy during Katrina (by comparison, Miami lost 42% during Andrew in 1992 – the previous record).  Trees offset carbons, absorb particulate matters, improve property values and reduce heat.  She also reminded residents that stinging buckmoth caterpillar season is coming and it will be bad this year, so if you have a live oak in front of your home on city property, please have the city spray your tree for caterpillars (a modest fee of $75 applies).  Ideally, all the neighbors on the street should coordinate to have your area sprayed annually – this helps protect you and your loved ones from stings! Additionally, there are programs to spray for termites ($130) as well as fertilize trees ($65) on city property.  If you are interested in the caterpillar and/or termite spraying programs or the fertilization program, you can download an application or complete online at http://www.parkwaypartnersnola.org.  Jean also encouraged CUNA to cooperate in her efforts to have S. Claiborne replanted in the area of the SELA drainage project.   Finally she announced a tree sale for homeowners sponsoredby Parks and Parkways on March 28 from 8am - noon at 2829 Gentilly Blvd   For more info, go to http://www.parkwaypartnersnola.org/TPSALE09.html
Our final guest was Monique Pilie, founder of Hike for Katreena, who has planted over 300 trees in the New Orleans area to replace those felled by Katrina.  Her next project is to plant trees on Broadway from Fontainebleau to the river on March 14, and she needs volunteers as well as donations.  They also work with neighborhood associations to replant parks and other public spaces.   For more information, go to http://www.hikeforkatreena.com/
Scott closed the meeting by drawing the winning ticket for the 50-50 raffle and the meeting ended at 8pm.

