CUNA 4th Quarter 2008 General Meeting – October 30, 2008
President Scott Barron opened the meeting at 7:20 pm by introducing the 50-50 raffle, which provides funds for CUNA.  He also reminded everyone that we are moving from a monthly general meeting to a quarterly meeting.  The next meeting will be in January 2009.
Enrico Sterling, Community Liaison for Shelly Midura’s office, gave an update on happenings in District A.  He noted that the proposed property tax increase is generating a lot of opposition and Shelly is leaning towards rejecting it.  She is planning a town hall meeting on this topic and will forward the date/time/location to us when this is finalized.  He also noted that the Utilities Committee (which Shelly chairs) is dealing with the proposed dissolution of the Entergy companies that threatens to raise our energy costs. Also, a significant number of street repairs will begin soon and State St Dr is one of the largest projects (from S Tonti to Fontainebleau).  Street light repairs are also another big issue because 311 is saying it will take 8-10 weeks but the timeframes are even longer than that.  This is a big issue due to crime concerns and the pending time change, as it will be getting darker early.  He cited a light that has been unrepaired for a full year.  Midura is trying to look at ways to make the contractor more efficient and also address some financial concerns, and he will be riding along with the contractor to evaluate their process.  Regarding crime, he also noted that the perpetrator of rapes near Tulane has been apprehended and he is apparently responsible for several other cases (he has confessed to several more).  Rico opened up the floor for questions and someone asked about the sharp decrease in violent crime statistics, which seems to belie the experience of the 2nd District.  Rico agreed that the Public Safety committee is likely to examine this issue at their next meeting.  He stated that Shelly’s office had a great relationship with Capt Bouyelas before his promotion and transfer so the transition to Major Little as Commander has had some impact.
Next, Denis Finigan  from Urban Systems Associates gave a presentation on the pending traffic study – Claiborne Ave from Broadway to Nashville.  This study is funded by a grant CUNA received from the Greater New Orleans Foundation for projects that were cited in the UNOP plan.  Urban Systems is a local company founded in 1974.  They have identified three tasks to be completed.  The first task they have identified was to meet with CUNA and form a steering committee of 5 or so folks to meet regularly on this study.  They also have to meet with the city’s Public Works department and also the LA Dept of Transportation and Development because it is a state highway.  Task 2 will be to develop a database of traffic volume and conditions on the street and intersecting streets to include daily/peak hour traffic counts, vehicular speed and accident data, and pedestrian counts at certain locations, as well as an inventory of traffic signs and markings, and curb use regulations.  They will use this data to grade the area on a scale of A-F with A being the best, and also prepare a land-use map that details current and planned land use in the corridor.  Task 3 is to identify deficiencies and locations that warrant improvement or corrective measures, and prepare capacity analyses for intersections in order to identify issues that may be able to be corrected by traffic operations improvements – with a particular focus on places that have 5+ collisions per year.  Attendees at the meeting noted that speeding is an issue and pedestrians are at risk if they want to cross S. Claiborne.  Another issue that was brought up was blind spots when trying to cross S. Claiborne from cross streets because of cars that park too close to the corner.  Task 4 is to identify potential measures to improve current operations and support future changes in land use, study the feasibility of installing a traffic signal between the existing signals at Broadway and Nashville.   Task 5 is to summarize the data, analyses, recommendations in a technical report, prepare a cost estimate, conduct meetings with the city and LADOTD and involve CUNA to discuss findings and implementation strategy.
Mr. Finegan than showed several maps to illustrate some areas that they will be reviewing.  He noted that there are issues with left turns at Broadway onto Claiborne.  Another area is Ben Wiener Dr and Claiborne near the new Tulane baseball stadium.  Another focus is Nashville, in particular during times when parents are dropping off kids at school (Ursulines and McMain) in the morning, as well as in the afternoon when school lets out.  Several individuals noted that most people ignore school zones because there is no enforcement.  Mr. Finegan noted that speeding in general is difficult to control using traffic control measures; generally speaking, police patrols and ticketing influence that more, so we should use our influence with NOPD 2nd District.  Someone else noted that we will likely see more people on foot and bikes in the future, particularly in our area which is primarily residential, so calming the traffic and slowing it down should be a priority.  Mr. Finegan noted that federal highway projects are placing a greater emphasis on bicyclist/pedestrian safety, and certainly the area near the universities would be ideal for that.  Indeed, VP Jay Dufour reminded everyone that the original impetus for this study was our desire to improve accessibility to the University Village/Calhoun St. commercial area, particularly for students and residents on foot or on bike.
Scott introduced a representative from Tulane, Karen Celestan, Manager of Community Relations and Policy from the Department of Governmental Affairs, and recognized her efforts in assisting us in the process if finalizing the preparations for the traffic study.  She noted that if residents have any issues with Tulane students, they should be forwarded to her for resolution as she is a liaison with the neighborhoods.  Please call her at 988-3394 or email her at kcelesta@tulane.edu, or alternatively, call the neighborhood hotline: 865-NABR.  She will also be attending future CUNA meetings.

