CUNA Meeting Minutes
Thursday, July 31, 2008

President Scott Barron opened the meeting by reminding everyone about the upcoming Night Out Against Crime Tuesday, Aug.5 and then introduced Michelle Kimball from the Preservation Resource Center (PRC) who discussed the expansion of the area included in the National Register of Historic Places in New Orleans.  This grew out of a survey of the Broadmoor and Carrollton Historic Districts after Katrina, which found that there were additional properties that qualified to be added to the National Register so through the efforts of the state preservation office and CUNA, the two existing districts were expanded; they now basically abut each other.  This change was made in the last 6 months.  A rough map of the expanded area was available at the meeting, and Michelle said the PRC is updating its online maps of the area, but these will not drill down to the level of individual houses.  There is no online list of the properties unfortunately; one must contact the National Register to confirm if your house is included.  
There are 2 types of historic districts – the National Register and local historic districts.  Ms. Kimball acknowledged that people get concerned about historic districts because they are associated with restrictions on your property. but that is not the case here.  There are no regulations for National Register properties.  In fact, National Register designation does not prevent a property from being demolished.   The only restrictions would be on federal government actions , if they were to affect the historic properties – for example, if the feds wanted to expand Claiborne Ave, they would have to do an environmental review assessing the impact.  

The benefit to owners of historic homes are tax credits.  There is a federal tax credit available for income-producing property, i.e. rentals or commercial properties; you can apply for a tax credit equal to 20-26% of the cost of rehabilitating the property.  (The credit is 20% nationally but due to Katrina, inhabitants of the Gulf Coast get 26% through Dec. 2008 – PRC is working to try to get the deadline extended).  This credit is available even to owner-landlords who live in half of a double but rent out the other half; these individuals are eligible to get 20-26% of half of the cost of the rehab.  There is also an income-based state program that provides  a 10-25% state tax credit.

For more information on either of these programs, please contact the PRC at www.prcno.org or 504-581-7032.

Scott closed by noting that the next meeting we will host the traffic engineers that are conducting the Claiborne Ave/Calhoun St. traffic study.  They will be soliciting input from residents, so please plan to attend.

