June 2008 General Meeting

In the absence of President Scott Barron absent, VP Jay Dufour began the meeting at 7:10pm by introducing Neighborhood Partnership Network (NPN) representatives who explained the benefits of active citizen participation.
UNOP calls for a formal citizen participation process to be formed.  A formal plan recognizes the neighborhood and other groups/associations as legal representatives of the people and provides a standardized, transparent process for communication and decision-making.  These types of programs exist in other cities such as Houston, Minneapolis, Portland, etc.  What will be different about our system is that it will start from the bottom up at the grassroots level.  The purpose of this plan is to make decision-making public and to provide information to the public before decisions are finalized.  It increases government transparency, particularly with budget dollars, and increases government’s accountability as a result.  It also makes resources accessible and empowers neighborhoods.

How are these programs organized?  There are different models.   Leaders are chosen by neighborhoods, which are grouped into districts and communities, which in turn comprise the city’s representatives and leaders.  These choices are democratic and based on the public’s preferences.  It also creates a permanent legal framework and a permanent voice for the people.
What can we be accomplished?  It is up to us.  What happens, e.g. what kind of development, is what we want.  Example is the Portland interstate proposal that was shot down due to opposition from the public, who in turn presented an alternative:  increased public transportation.  There is a spectrum of participation whether groups are consulted, collaborate,  or have final say.  This is up to us.  We are encouraged to attend a July 11-12 CCP summit and they want wide-ranging and diverse participation from throughout the city to kick off the design of the process.    Tentative timeline is 6-12 months for City Council adoption of the ordinance that creates the N.O. plan.  
So far NPN has met with associations and others community groups to recruit participation.  Also have met with City Council members and the City Planning Commission to establish partnerships.  The project has been funded by local and national sources.  They have offices at 3500 Canal St and have hired 2 staff – Khalil and Breeone, who presented – for 18 months and it is their goal to have this process established in a year.
The next step is the summit, which is open to everyone.  (INSERT DETAILS HERE).   The summit will begin Friday with an overview of the different models of CP, and wil continue on Saturday to start to develop the N.O. model.  A Steering Committee will be created to serve as a resource to coordinate participation.  The goal, again, is to create the CPP plan and ultimately help to plan, implement plans, and solve problems, as well as train the next generation of leaders.
After the NPN presentation, Secretary Juarez read the thank you note from Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church who provided volunteers in June, and Mr. Dufour provided the Treasurer’s report.  Our existing balance is $1,093.35.

He then provided a Urban Planning Committee update and reiterated the fact that we got a grant for a traffic study on Claiborne.  He is coordinating with the consultant and will meet with them next week.  Also, please be aware that we are now part of the Historic District of Carrollton and there is a surveying company working in the neighborhood that is compiling a catalog of the properties in the area.  Our next meeting will host the Preservation Resource Council, who will be able to provide information on tax credits and other benefits available to historic properties.
Rico Sterling from Shelly Midura’s office provided a District A update.  Please be reminded that on July 1, Safety and Permits will start enforcing existing rules against trailers.  They are also responsible for approving any extensions.  Also, be reminded that traffic cameras are operational and supplemented by videotape to catch drivers who run red lights, turn right on red without stopping, and speed.  Rico also described a new energy efficiency program sponsored by Entergy and the City to reduce energy costs for city residents.  He noted that changing out incandescent bulbs for compact fluorescents (CFLs)  saves you $1 per bulb per month.  Also insulation, and closing vents in unused rooms, helps.  Jay asked about the new, enhanced inspection process for blighted properties, and Rico stated that the inspections have not been the issue, it’s the follow through, but he is hopeful that there will be progress in the near future given the new procedures.
Jay then announced upcoming Night Out Against Crime on August 5th in the University Village (Calhoun St.).  If anyone is interested in helping to coordinate, call Scott at 460-2001.  Also if anyone has a green thumb and would like to help maintain the traffic triangle at State St. and Willow, please contact Jay.  
The meeting closed with announcements:

· 90% of respondents to the city survey want curbside recycling but Sanitation Director White is still focused on waste-to-energy processes.  
· Freret Market is coming up on July 5 and their one-year anniversary party is coming up in Sept.  
· Also this Saturday 9-4 there will be a party at Palmer Park to celebrate the return of the streetcar, in conjunction with the Saturday Art Market.  
· Broadmoor Association and the Church of the Annunciation is taking donations via the website www. Annunciationbroadmoor.org to send teams to the flooded areas in the Midwest.  
· Robin Pittman, a candidate for judgeship, introduced herself.

Jay ended the meeting at 8:20P. 
