May General Meeting
CUNA

May 29, 2008

President Scott Barron opened the meeting at 7:10pm.  Secretary Sandy began by updating everyone on the Knoxville volunteers that will be working this coming Monday and Tuesday.  They will canvass the neighborhood and note all blighted/abandoned/ unrepaired houses so we can address this pressing issue.  Tim Garrett of statestreetdrive.com stated that he would share the database for his area.  
Scott reminded everyone about the 2nd District email blasts, and then Dave Shaver then spoke about his efforts to implement a neighborhood watch.  He initially wanted to expand the private patrol to Palmer Ave. and the surrounding area but he decided this would not have helped him when he got mugged outside his house this past Dec.  So he has decided to pursue a watch.  He and some neighbors have had one initial meeting with the NOPD - four meetings are required to get the watch signs put up on the telephone poles (generally 2 signs for 2 blocks).  Neighbors exchange information and receive “Thunderblaster” whistles that provide an instant alert in the event you are a victim.  Anyone who hears the whistle would know there was a problem.  The next meeting is June 16, 6pm at Dave’s house.  Dave offered his knowledge and contacts to anyone who is interested in establishing a watch on their street.  Scott reminded all about the private patrol renewal period.  He noted that we are looking to expand the patrol but Anne needs assistance in coordinating, so if there are any takers, let us know.  Someone asked if a tax district has been considered and how much money it would be.  It was noted that this has been discussed but it is controversial because some people do not want to pay more taxes.  There’s no indication about how much it would cost.  A resident of Upper Rickerville suggested that we work to consolidate neighboring patrols such as theirs in order to reduce costs.  Scott explained that the patrol has in fact expanded over the last few years and we would like to continue but we need someone to man a committee to pursue this.  
Vice-President Jay Dufour then discussed the $18,000 grant that the Greater N.O. Foundation gave us to pursue a traffic study for Claiborne from Nashville to Broadway, with a special focus on University Village to increase access to Calhoun St. and also to slow down traffic.  The vendor conducting the survey is Urban Systems.  Scott stated that we will be sure to mention the traffic/parking problems that surround the Tulane baseball games.  Someone noted that the new parking lot for the stadium is almost finished and Tulane is looking to build on the former dorm site.  Another member noted that a no left turn sign is needed at Palmer in order to avoid backing up Palmer.  Jay responded that CUNA will be hosting a planning meeting with Urban Systems to solicit input form residents.  Also, the main study will be held after the students are back in the fall so that the traffic levels are representative of normal use during the school year.  A question was asked about Tulane’s involvement in funding projects that would build a walkway across Claiborne at Calhoun, but Scott noted that a major issue is that Claiborne (US 90) is a federal highway and this restricts us.  Jay added that the walkway was originally considered during planning but it is a very expensive option so now the focus is on a street light/crosswalk, which is a less expensive alternative.  Scott noted that Tulane was helpful in serving as a fiscal agent for the grant funds without charging us, since we are still in the process of applying for an IRS tax exemption (a requirement for the grant).
Scott recounted that he, along with presidents of other associations in recovery districts, was invited to a meeting with the mayor and some council members about 2 weeks ago.  Nagin was engaged but did not get into details about specific projects nor make any commitments.  He stated that funding was a still a major impediment to progress.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

