CUNA General Meeting – March 27, 2008
President Scott Barron opened the meeting by soliciting announcements.  A representative from Neighborhood Housing Services reminded everyone about the Freret St. Festival on April 5.  Someone else reminded everyone that the NONPAC meeting is the first Tuesday of every month.

Next our speakers were introduced:   Lauren Rachel of New Leaders for New Schools, Angela Daliet of Save Our Schools, and Robin Joiner of McMain High School.

Ms. Rachel is a local representative of a national organization (New Leaders for New Schools) that got its start in NY and Chicago; they established a NOLA chapter in Feb.  They focus on low-performing schools and their goal is to get 90% of all students at grade level or above at those schools.  They are soliciting public school educators with 3 years experience (no certification required) for  participation in a training program designed for future principals.  The training program is 100% subsidized and starts in summer with a 5-week course in Boston, followed by a 1-year full-time paid residency at a school of the participant’s choice.  Following the completion of this 1-year stint, the program will sponsor a 5-year training and support program as the participant takes the helm as principal. The program is full for 2008, but they are actively recruiting for 2009.  Interested parties should  visit www.nlns.org
Ms. Daliet began by introducing herself as the parent of 3 boys in public school.  She began Save our Schools because she feels like we need to raise expectations of our school system.  Parents, businesses, and the community need to be engaged in the public schools; education is the key to solving our issues of poverty and crime.  Her first project was the creation of the SOS website at www.SaveOurSchoolsNOLA.org.

The website contains profiles of all public schools to help parents choose wisely.   Additionally, the site serves to provide information to people who want to volunteer in the public schools.  SOS coordinates with the schools (includes streamlining of background checks), so go to the website if you want to help out.  One example of school  who could use some help is McMain in our area.   Robin Joiner, parent liaison at McMain High School, noted that McMain needs new landscaping and a teacher’s lounge makeover, as well as a new sound system.  If anyone is interested, they may call her at 359-8867 or contact Save Our Schools.   Ms. Joiner he is also available for feedback from the community.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm

