CUNA Minutes

General Meeting

Feb 28, 2008

Scott Barron, President, opened the meeting by providing a Treasurer’s Report in the Treasurer’s absence.  Currently, CUNA’s bank balance is $2,087.12.  He reminded those in attendance that annual dues are $20.

Mark deJarnette updated us on the Urban Reforestation project:  33 nice, large trees were picked up from Parks and Parkways for distribution to CUNA members who requested them.  They included sweet bays, magnolias, fringe trees, etc.

Enrico Sterling from Councilwoman Midura’s office gave an update.:

· Regarding complaints about zoning violations, Amy Chandler is the District A zoning liaison.  The council district’s official position is that they are opposed to approvals of zoning variances after the fact.  

· Tulane baseball fans who parked on the neutral ground were ticketed this past weekend and he called Tulane to remind them that they need to encourage their fans to respect the neighborhood and avoid parking on the neutral ground.  The timeline for a new parking garage is April.  

· Blakely’s new anti-blight plan will be presented to the Council, which in general supports the plan but there is some concern about the Byzantine nature of the process.

· There is a preliminary list of minor streets to be paved that will be distributed.

Scott then reminded everyone that we are trying to extend the boundaries of the police patrol; anyone interested should contact Dave Shaver. He lives on Palmer Ave and was the recent victim of a home invasion and robbery.  He is willing to be the point person for this effort and coordinate collecting dues, etc.  If you are interested, contact him at 866-6778 or zydecokingdave@yahoo.com
State Senator Cheryl Gray then gave a brief overview of the upcoming special session, which will focus on tax breaks for businesses and raising the spending cap to allow the state to use some of its budget surplus.  Her personal goals are to forge alliances with senators from outside the New Orleans area in order to avoid the “us vs. them” mentality that many rural legislators have.  She encourages anyone with any concerns to contact her at 568-2098 or at grayc@legis.la.us
Finally, Lillian Lovitch gave a presentation on her environmental website, www.gogreennola.org.  (There is now a link to this site on the CUNA site).  It is a central site for local N.O. information on becoming green.  For example there is data on state tax credits for energy-efficient initiatives – LA will give a 50% credit for projects up to $25,000!  You can also calculate your own carbon footprint.  She also referred everyone to the Global Green USA organization located on Carondelet St. which has a green resources library, and to a new architectural salvage company – Old City Building Supply –
Located behind the Rock-n-Bowl on Carrollton.

The meeting adjourned at 8 PM.

