CUNA Minutes

General Meeting November 29, 2007
Scott opened the meeting at 7:10 pm with the 50-50 raffle, which is used to collect funds for CUNA activities.  Scott noted that there will be no December meeting and we will see each other in January (we will depart from our normal schedule because the last Thurs of the month is right before Fat Tuesdat).  
Mark DeJarnette and Sandy Juarez reported on the GIS workshop that they and Doug Roome, as well as the Upper Rickerville group, attended on Nov. 3.  It was sponsored by Harvard and Broadmoor and was aimed at sharing best practices regarding neighborhood data collection. Data can be used to back up neighborhood assertions of community needs and is useful in pursuing in-kind donations and grants.  Data collection is a process that will be very time-consuming but ultimately very beneficial for CUNA.  Doug noted that it was a good opportunity to network with other neighborhood leaders and volunteer groups.
Scott noted that we are accepting new membership and dues ($20) for the new calendar year.  He also noted that we had a few “Rebuilding to Stay” signs left over available as well, with donations accepted.
Mark  D. reported that the SSD-Willow triangle was planted but the plants were damaged by the last heavy rain; however, they will recover because the plants are flood-resistant and salt tolerant.  Regarding the proposed urban forestation project (48 trees in the neighborhood) was submitted to Parks and Parkways and Mark expects the trees will be delivered anytime.  A question is the area in front of the auto mechanic shop on MLK between Vendome and S. Jeff Davis which was planted by another neighborhood group recently. Mark noted to Enrico Sterling from Shelly Midura’s office that the shop is a problem because they park rental trucks on the neutral ground and other public property.  Rico promised to forward this to Stacy Head’s office since she represents the area.

 then briefed us on numerous issues.  During the last budget hearings, Dr. Blakely presented a plan to assume code enforcement issues in the neighborhoods.  The issue has been staffing the department in order to enforce anti-nuisance and anti-blight ordinances.  Also, the council will be introducing ordinances in order to assist in this effort.  The street light repairs are also an issue- Rico has stressed to the responsible dept. that this is very important with the time change since it is dark when most people are on their way home.  The issue is when circuits are broken, impacting a whole street rather than individual lamps.  This will take 4-6 weeks.  Thirdly, the inspector general’s budget was fully approved.  The millage will also be set fairly soon, determining 2008 property taxes.
Someone asked Rico about the 311 number, which she has had trouble with.  Rico suggested she try the full number: 658-2299, which is a number he uses frequently.  Scott asked about the unattended pools – is this still being addressed?  Rico said pools with water can be treated, but even a rudimentary plastic fence still complies with the city imminent danger ordinance.
Courtney from Upper Rickerville reported on the McMain issues.  The dumpster company moved the dumpster to its enclosure rather than leaving it on the street. They also contacted the janitorial company about the “coffee club” and the custodians no longer clock in early (and disturb the residents) in the morning at that location.

Andrew Amacker announced this Saturday’s Farmers Market from noon-5, which will be twice as large as usual.  Also Tuesday, Dec 11 is the next Neighbors United meeting regarding their plans and potential uses for recovery money.  Someone asked about the vacant lot at Freret and Napoleon and Andrew said a dentist’s office and a N.O. glassworks are interested.  As for Our Lady of Lourdes church, the archdiocese does not seem eager to reopen it but they have approached the neighborhood for ideas.  The school is under lease to the Recovery School District but is vacant.  The arts and entertainment corridor was approved and also the medical zoning in the area was restricted.  The only outstanding issue is whether Ochsner needs more property to expand.
Ted Horneck with NPN- Neighborhood Partnership Network – to solicit CUNA’s participation for $100 yearly in order to serve as a united voice of the neighborhoods.  He also announced their newsletter, The Trumpet, which is available online and in hard copy.  They will also be having an open house in their new location at 3500 Canal St. on Dec 7 from 5:30 -7:30 pm.  Scott committed to posting this open house if Ted will forward additional info.
Scott closed the meeting at 8PM by choosing the raffle winner.

