Minutes – CUNA General Membership Meeting, Thursday, 8/30/07  at 7:00 PM
Jewish Community Center, 5342 St. Charles Ave.

In light of President Scott Barron’s absence, VP Jay Dufour started the meeting at 7:10pm and proceeded directly to announcments.  Enrico Sterling from Shelly Midura’s office was welcomed and he reiterated that drainage issues and improving the efficacy of the Good Neighbor Plan remain priorities.  House demolitions have been temporarily halted in light of citizen concerns about unauthorized demos.  He reminded us that we should report any abandoned swimming pools by phoning 311 so that they can be cited and addressed.  In response to a question, he stated that he is not aware of the city’s plans to clean up debris after the Corps stops performing this service on Sept 4.  In response to a question regarding Stacy Head’s subpoena of a department head after Nagin instructed his staff not to meet with the City Council, Mr. Sterling noted that he himself has not had any trouble with getting information from Nagin’s staff.
Sheryl Napoli from Angel Food N.O.  announced that they are providing low-cost groceries on a monthly basis at their location on Jefferson Hwy and Main St. near the Causeway.  The cost is about $25 for about $75 worth of food.  For example, September’s menu includes chicken, ribs, ground beef, pork chops, turkey, sausage, green beans, baby carrots, onions, beans, rice, and breakfast and dry goods – all available for $26 with no income restrictions, or applications required, and no other limits.  They are also seeking volunteers for the food distribution for 1 Sat per month from 7:30a-noon.  For more information, go to www.angelfoodneworleans.com or call 846-4466.

Ted from Neighborhood Partnership Network (NPN) announced that they hired a new Executive Director to replace Nathan Shroyer.  He also solicted readers and articles for the NPN online newsletter The Trumpet, which is available at www.npnnola.com
Nancy Montoya, Community Development Specialist with the Federal Reserve Bank, spoke about her work with the Univ. of Pennsylvania’s Center for Urban Redevelopment Excellence, which is placing fellows for community development with local organizations.  A total of 88 applicants with very strong credentials are currently interviewing for the 20 spots that are funded by a $2.5 M grant from the Rockefeller Foundation.  Some of the organizations benefiting from this include Neighbors United of the Freret St. area – our own backyard.  The fellows will be available to volunteer their help to other organizations as well (and Ms. Montoya offered her assistance as well); additionally, the fellows will attend a speakers’ series on Thursday nights at UNO that will be open to the public, and Ms. Montoya will forward the details to us.

Reports:

· The bank account balance is $2161.

· The State St./Willow landscaping project is on hold until cooler weather allows us to plant.

· Urban Planning:  We met with Robert Mendoza, head of the Public Works dept., to push for improved street signage, markings in the area.  Also, we met with Calhoun St. residents (who formed the Calhoun St. Neighborhood Association, headed by President Sharon Alexis) who were concerned about re-zoning the area and CUNA has agreed not to pursue this.  Our focus will remain on economic development and revitalization of the existing commercial corridor.
· Secretary Sandy Juarez presented statistics showing that 94% of CUNA residents who applied to Road Home and have selected an option have chosen to remain in their homes and rebuild.  This compares favorably with the whole of Orleans Parish, in which 86% have stated that they wish to return to their homes.

· A resident reminded everyone that Orleans Parish is having another recycling drop-off on Sat. 9/8 from 9a-noon, and that the Sierra Club is hoping to host a recycling forum sometime in October.

The meeting adjourned at 8pm.

