CUNA MEETING, Thursday July 26

The meeting began at 7:10 PM with President Scott Barron’s introduction of Stacy Head, Councilwoman for District B.  Ms. Head provided an update on efforts to update S. Claiborne to be a higher-end commercial corridor.  Her office is working to open up the zoning, but with an overlay that would restrict the businesses on Claiborne and impose beautification requirements and parking restrictions, so that Claiborne doesn’t look like Veterans Blvd.  Public comment on the overlay is pending.  She gave examples of the following businesses that would not be allowed:  car wash, pawn shop, body shop, check cashing business.  She along with staff from the Recovery Office attended a conference for the International Council of Shopping Centers to “pitch” the city and invite retailers in, with a specific emphasis on Claiborne.  A key to the redevelopment of the area is the development of the C.J. Peete (Magnolia) housing project.  A contract has been awarded and Ms. Head has a lot of confidence in the developer.  An overlay is also being pushed forward for Freret St. and they will have MIT and Harvard students helping them put together a revitalization plan.
In response to a question about whether we could pursue an overlay for University Village (Calhoun St), Ms. Head said it was certainly possible but we need to follow up with the appropriate councilmember (Midura).

Another member posed a question about the Penn State model where the university bought and renovated properties surrounding its campus to improve faculty/staff access to housing and good schools, which in turn resulted in the rebirth of the formerly-blighted neighborhood.  Ms Head noted that they were trying to get Xavier to play a similar role in Gert Town but there are personality conflicts among the stakeholders that are holding back progress.  She is not optimistic.  The CUNA member noted that Tulane and Loyola would be good avenues to pursue, with a focus on the Calhoun St. area.  Ms Head noted that she is sure that the CUNA/UNOP proposal of a stoplight at Calhoun and Claiborne will move forward to encourage students to use those merchants.  She thinks very highly of the Director of Public Works Robert Mendoza and noted that CUNA has set up a meeting with him to discuss traffic-calming strategies along Vendome-Nashville corridor.  Also Sgt. Valente (sp?) is the contact to get speed traps set in the area.
Someone asked about the “low-income” modular housing being built on Audubon St. near Earhart.  Ms Head said she has a lot of confidence in the developer (Louisiana Freedmen’s Association) and that they have done a great job.  However, they are having problems finding tenants for the apartments so if you know of anyone who may qualify, please pass the word.  She believed that the income cutoff for a family of 4 was $48,000 annually, so it is in fact geared towards the working middle class.

Someone else asked whether the city would replace the trees on Napoleon that were lost during Katrina.  Ms Head said that Parks and Parkways are trying to replace all trees lost but it is a big job.  She intends to give her council allocation of about $8,000 for Napoleon tree replacement next year (this year’s allotment went to trees for another area).  Speaking of that corner, the owners of the Rite Aid are working with her office to rezone the corner to expand potential retail use of the lot, and an announcement about who will be locating there should be coming soon.

Ms Head’s presentation was followed by announcements.  Andrew Amacker of Neighbors United updated us on the Freret St overlay.  Alcohol will not be allowed; they are aiming to attract museums, theaters, etc.  There is a comedy club now and Movie Pitchers may re-open on Freret St.  There are also plans to rebuild Dunbars at the same site but this will take a few years.  The Saturday Freret St Farmers Market will begin Sept 8.  

On Tues, Aug 7, there will a Night Out Against Crime festivities both on Freret St (corner of Jena, at the parking lot) from 6-8 PM and on Calhoun St from 6-8 PM.
Mark DeJarnette announced that he is working on procuring plants wholesale for the State St –Willow project.  He’ll announce a date for planting later.
Someone brought up copper thefts in the neighborhood and Cecile Tebo reiterated that people need to call and report suspicious people.  More calls = more patrols, it’s that simple.

Eric from FEMA provided information on the street repair project.  They are waiting on the list from the city due 7/31 and have also solicited volunteer help from national organizations to evaluate the streets.  One problem is that the debris and construction trucks are still tearing up the roadways.  

The meeting adjourned at about 8:15 PM.
