Minutes of the CUNA Meeting –May 31, 2007
President Scott Barron opened the meeting at 7 pm at the JCC and solicited ticket purchases to raise funds via a raffle drawing.  He introduced Enrico Sterling from Rep. Midura’s office who provided his monthly update.  He reminded everyone re:  Capt. Kirk’s email blasts on crime incidents.  He announced a 2nd pothole killer on the way. Also he reminded anyone who has trash problems to contact him with those issues.  He mentioned in response to a question about how long storm debris will be picked up, which was extended from the June 30 but he needed to confirm what the new date was.  Street and traffic signs are finally coming up in our area.  Regarding the question of shattered SW&B meter covers being turned in for replacement – this is still pending.  Re:  Good Neighbor plan, there was a meeting today that he was not able to attend so he will brief us later.  
In response to a question re:  Shelley’s priorities, Mr. Sterline stated: crime, zoning, and quality of life/constituent issues, particularly drainage issues and abandoned housing (Good Neighbor plan).  Regarding drainage, the big problem is the subsurface blockages, i.e. broken underground pipes.  You can report drainage issues, including street flooding, to 311. Someone mentioned that the workers working on houses are dumping debris on the curb and blocking the drains – she left a note for her neighbors to ensure their contractors would be more responsible.  Mr. Sterling is trying to track problematic streets and someone mentioned Freret near Lusher always floods.  Someone else said that drain has been cleared at least twice, so Mr. Sterline hypothesized that it was a broken underground pipe.   As a reminder, Rico’s email is ejsterling@cityofno.com and if you need something, please mention in the subject line that you are with CUNA. 
Someone mentioned gunshots in the State St./Willow area and Courtney from the Upper Rickerville Association mentioned that NOPD wants everyone to call 911 if they hear gunshots. Someone else mentioned that they were concerned that zoning was not being followed, and many of the homes near her near Tulane are illegally being turned into multi-family residences (triplexs and more).  Mr. Sterling suggested she provide him with more details. He also mentioned that paving State St. Dr is a high priority for him.

Scott mentioned that we will have a notebook each meeting for members to report crime incidents, code violations and other concerns.  He then introduced the new 2007 Executive Committee and provided a brief bio on each of them:  Nicole Dufour, formerly PR now Treasurer; Sandy Juarez, formerly Vice-President, now Secretary; Doug Roome-new VP; Jay Dufour-former Chair of Urban Planning and now VP, and of course, himself.  
Scott announced that we are looking for volunteers to head committees on community policing/tax police district, block captains, etc. Tracy Moore will head a real estate committee to distribute info on some of the houses for sale in our area, in order to facilitate their quick sale.

Treasurer Nicole then reported $2,634.48 in our account.  We are collecting 2007 dues which are $20; you can pay via check or Paypal online.  

Regarding new business, there will be a green beautification project at the corner of State St. and Willow sponsored by CUNA and coordinated by Mark DeJarnette, who discussed his landscape plan for the area and solicited volunteers (you contact him at mark.dejarnette@gmail.com).  On June 9th beginning at 9:30AM, there will be a clean-up in preparation for making the neutral ground a pedestrian-friendly, well-landscaped space.  The cleanup (to include clearing storm drains) which will extend up and down State St.  There will be volunteers from Berkeley there as well, and lunch will be provided by Papa John’s on Calhoun St.  Volunteers should bring rakes and other hardware.
Regarding old business, Jay reminded everyone re: the University Village project – we are involving residents and the business owners and plan a charette in the fall to finalize the significant tasks to be pursued.
Doug then provided everyone an update on the latest UNOP report, which does include a reference to our University Village project due to the efforts of CUNA.  Doug mentioned that his lofty goal was to have the project included in the Blakely plan.  Scott reminded everyone that the UV project will proceed without city funds or support; we will pursue alternative funding sources, both private and public.  The City Planning Commission has provided their approval of UNOP; City Council approval is pending.

Additional agenda items were tabled in the interest of time, and announcements were made.

· Jim Elliott from the Oak St. Main St Program announced that a June 16th BBQ on Oak St. will support COPS 2, which is an organization that raises funds to supplement 2nd NOPD District equipment needs.  There will be bands, food, and a kids booth from 4:30 – 7:30 PM.
· Andrew Amacker from Neighborhood Housing Services announced the Freret Fest 11-7 Sat. June 2.  Dunbar’s will serve food; Trombone Shorty and other bands will play music.  Andrew also said that the monthly Freret farmers market will start in Sept. and they are looking for food vendors.
Andrew also stated, in response to a question, that Loyola, the Ecole Bilingue, and the New Orleans public schools are all interested in the Our Lady of Lourdes school site.  He then invited everyone to the next Neighbors United meeting of Freret St residents: 6/12 at 6pm at Green School.  You may also visit their website at Freretneighborsunited.com  
Finally, Scott announced there were hurricane preparedness materials available for attendees to take home.  He announced the winner of the raffle and then adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM.

