CUNA Meeting  4/26/2007
The Executive Committee met at 6pm to solicit candidates for tonight’s elections.

President Scott Barron opened the meeting at 7:10 pm and gave some background on the history of CUNA and our formation after Katrina to protect the viability of the community.
Treasurer Karen Porche submitted her report.  We have $2,642.48 in the bank account.  Scott reminded everyone that a new fiscal year has started and we are welcoming 2007 memberships.  The cost is $20 and can be paid online on the CUNA website via Paypal or directly to the Treasurer.

Because we did not have multiple candidates for the elected officials, there was no vote for the elected CUNA positions.  Scott noted that he would continue as President, Jay Dufour and Doug Roome will join as Vice-Presidents, Sandy Juarez will transition to Secretary, and Nicole Dufour will join as Treasurer.

Scott then introduced a representative from 6th District assessor Nancy Marshall’s office.  He reviewed the assessor’s responsibilities and noted that they are not part of city government, but are part of a state structure.  He distributed a sheet with answers to frequently answered questions.  He noted that 2008 is a re-assessment year (state law requires a reassessment every 4 years) so property valuations will be updated this year.  The millage is set by the city council and the mayor, based on the city’s projected budget, and the assessment (10% of market value) is set by the assessors.  Historically, there have been irregular assessments among comparable houses in similar areas.  The goal in 2008 is to even out some of the disparities and assess every individual property.  The state will review assessments to ensure that the assessments are within the same 15-20% range.  In July 2007, you will receive the estimated assessment for 2008 and the bills will be sent out in Dec. If you disagree with the assessment, contact the assessor between Aug 1- 15.  Also suggested is that you provide him/her with a copy of insurance policy to show what coverage you have on the property.  There are other means to appeal, including a review board and even Civil District Court.  Additionally, you can find your assessment on the assessors’ website, www.opboa.org.  The timeframe for the city to determine the millage rates is about 1 month prior to when the bills are sent out, i.e November. 
Greg Ennslen, member of Neighbors United and a resident of the Freret neighborhood spoke.  He and others have formed the new Freret Business and Property Owners Association and he spoke about their goal to improve the business climate along the Freret corridor.  They recently landscaped the area and have attracted new businesses on the street.  They will be starting a Freret market that will combine an art/flea/farmers markets Sept 29 at the corner of Napoleon and Freret.  It will be open every other Sat.  Potential vendors and others can contact the following email for information:  freretmarket@gmail.com. They also want to maintain the existing zoning but add an overlay to allow amusement uses:  live music, art galleries, and movie theaters.  He requested that CUNA write a letter to S. Head in support of the AC overlay, and Scott agreed that we would.  Mr. Ennslen noted that Movie Pitchers wants to relocate to Freret, and this was the impetus for pursuing the overlay.  There is now a comedy place on the street.  He also noted that Ochsner now owns a lot of the properties around the old Memorial Hospital and intends to develop them for employee housing.  They do not intend to expand the hospital.  Also, Ecole Bilingue is interested in establishing a school in the area, possibly at the site of the former Our Lady of Lourdes school on Napoleon.  Other announcements he made was the suggestion was to shop local and you can go to staylocal.org to find local businesses.  Also, Freret Fest is coming up Sat. June 2.  It will be a block party with live music, food and crafts.  The next Neighbors United meeting for Freret area residents is Tuesday June 12 at 6:30 pm; they will have two officers from the 2nd district talking about setting up a neighborhood watch. It is a potluck dinner and is held in the cafeteria of Green School at 2301 Valence for about 2 hours.  The next meeting of the Freret Business & Property Owner Association is sometime in June, we will alert you to the schedule. Mr. Ennslen noted that his group wants to partner with CUNA and neighboring associations to promote the recovery of the entire area.  He noted that Hands On New Orleans, and Neighborhood Housing Services are sources for free labor because they coordinate volunteers from out of town.
Enrico Sterling, Director of Constituency Services for Rep. Shelly Midura, then took the floor to give an update. He said that Police Capt. Kirk has been sending beneficial updates via email and wanted to make sure that we were receiving.  He will give us the appropriate link so we can post on the CUNA website so it is distributed more widely.  Also trash cans are being distributed and several people in the audience received theirs today.  The smaller ones are still on order so people who requested them will get a large can first.  Rico noted that you should bring any issues with trash collection to him by contacting him at 658-1010 or ejsterling@cityofno.com, but also stated that complaints about trash have dropped off dramatically.  You can call also Richard’s Disposal directly at 241-2142. Rico announced that today was the groundbreaking for the Robert’s and Walgreens on Carrollton and Claiborne, and the timeline for completion is fall 2007.  The Chase bank building will be renovated and they are looking at options for Palmer Park.  The Good Neighbor program is still trudging along and his office is intervening in those cases that are brought to their attention; additionally, they are following up on drainage issues.  Someone asked about the street signs - Rico says they are supposed to be through our District soon, but there are still a lot of signs missing, so Rico will follow up.  He will also follow up on the suggestion that a centralized area be established for citizens to get water meter covers to replace missing ones, because this is a hazard.  Someone else asked about the timetable for the pothole filler truck getting to our neighborhood, and Rico will find out.  He also stated that potholes should be reported directly to him, because this will be the fastest way to address them.  Someone else suggested that Rico disseminate info about the initiative to give the campus police at Tulane, Loyola, Xavier eHHHsss
kkf;lfasfdofkffkkoexpanded powers to police outside the campuses and in the neighborhood.
Scott tabled the discussion on what committees to be formed and suggested that anyone who is interested in participating or chairing a committee should attend the executive committee meeting 1 hour prior to next month’s meeting the last Thurs. of the month  Alternatively, you can send us an email or call.  Jay then announced the Cinco de Mayo celebration at Felipes next Saturday, and also announced that the Capital One branch is open.  Scott then adjourned the meeting.

