CUNA General Meeting 3/29/2007
Minutes

Scott began the meeting at 7 pm.

Treasurer’s Report  $3606.96 includes $3000 Shell grant
Jay provided an update on the Vendome triangle landscaping project due to Shell grant of $3000

Announced decal program and got concurrence from the group that this was a good idea

Debbie Kozar announced Sat assessment of OP schools and invited the group to send 1-2 representatives to the meeting and also distributed surveys for attendees’ input.  Scott asked for volunteers for this and for the Festival of Neighborhoods.

Scott announced that the FON will be held this Sat. during the Home and Garden Show and also solicited volunteers for this and for any future events and meetings.  A sign-in sheet was sent around.
Scott announced pending elections since we incorporated 1 year ago.  Invited anyone who is interested in running to the EC meeting prior to next month’s meeting and we will vote next month for President,VP,Treasurer, Secretary.
Scott then introduced Rico Sterling from Shelley Midura’s office who provided updates on street signs (program is ramping up and District A is high on the priority list – but Jay later stated that the timeline he saw showed a May timeframe for areas north of Claiborne)  Also in response to last month’s question regarding bond issues.  The Morial bond issue can’t be traced due to the length of time.  Another bond issue was not available due to our junk bond status, we recently were upgraded to stable, but the bond money may already be claimed by Blakely.  Rico is also working with Cecile and the 2nd District Captain to address crimes committed by mentally ill patients who do not have adequate care.

Someone asked regarding the garbage cans that the City is imposing not only in the FQ but also Uptown.  Rico stated all cans will be delivered on April 30.  Will they be required?  Rico said he is getting conflicting reports – the Mayor himself said that they would be optional.  After4/30 when cans are delivered, your old cans will be thrown away if you put them out.  Rico agreed that the City Council should summon the Sanitation dept if it’s a common complaint but he says he has not gotten a whole lot of complaints.  People attending the meeting expressed concerns with the size of the cans.  Someone asked about Good Neighbor program and Rico said Midura’s office has been pushing to accelerate the process; however, when will a physical action be taken against a blighted property? is the question.  They have followed up with Neighborhood One because they are way behind schedule. Even had they met the schedule, it would have been Feb before first houses came down.  At the very least, houses that present an imminent danger (this category includes pools) have been fast-tracked for demolition.  Rico also clarified that the Lot Next Door program will apply only to properties that have been seized by the city, not to houses still owned by the original owners.
Scott briefly mentioned the Blakely plan and suggested that the city should focus on infrastructure such as streets, the sewer system, etc. while the neighborhoods concentrate on local projects. Someone else suggested that we show up en masse at the City Council meetings regarding issues that are important to us that are not being addressed by the powers to be.
Jay gave a presentation that pointed out the larger infrastructure needs that are now going to take larger priority over the smaller, “feel-good” projects that we embarked upon immediately after Katrina and during our initial rebuilding.  He solicited assistance to re-energize the Urban Planning Committee to tackle some of these issues, i.e. apply pressure to federal, state, city officials to take action versus just planning.  These larger issues include flood control (generally a federal concern), public safety, the sewer system, streets and sidewalk repairs, traffic signs and signal, public education, healthcare.  Phase 2 enhancements would include traffic-calming, landscaping, green space, the University Village concept, and historic status for the neighborhood.  What’s necessary to make this plan successful is communication with public officials and other neighborhood associations, and manpower.  A sign-up sheet was left out for volunteers to help with this effort.
Scott opened up the floor to attendees to make general announcements:
March 31-Civil Court Judge election; Sheriff’s Easter Egg Hunt at City Park
April 1- Save Our Cemetaries Easter Egg Hunt and Fundraiser - bus leaving at 11AM from 501 Basin St. to the St. Joseph’s in Vacherie.
April 8 at 1 PM – Chris Owens Easter parade

April 14 – Recycling Protest led by Sierra Club at S. Claiborne at Orleans.  Encourage everyone to bring your recylables
Jake from the Red Cross also solicited volunteers – they are in great need, particularly shelter workers for events like the tornado, house fires.  Call or go online to their website.  He also offered a resource from them to discuss Hurricane Recovery during a CUNA meeting.
