CUNA Meeting Minutes
March 1, 2007
JCC

Scott Barron began the meeting by asking for new business.  Candidate Charlene Mason announced that there would be a special election on Mar. 31 for the judgeship vacated by Carolyn Gill-Jefferson.
Scott introduced Rico from Shelly Midura’s office, who discussed the fact the street repairs (esp. State St. Dr) were awaiting FEMA approval for funds.  If the city spends funds to repair streets, they will not be reimbursed.  Midura’s office is trying to get weekly updates. Someone asked about the bond money issue and the streets that were identified then; Rico will follow up and let us know so we can distribute the information.
An attendee asked about the Entergy service cuts and the timeline for that.  Rico explained that Midura’s office is reporting specific complaints, but the long term solution is to dig up all the gas lines and replace them.
Another attendee mentioned that UNOP plan is firm about doing things in sequence, i.e.  water and gas line repairs will occur before re-paving.  So the timeline is necessarily prolonged.  Rico stated the SWB, Entergy, and Public Affairs do work together fairly closely.  She also asked about street signs.  The President of the Upper Rickerville association stated she met with a city representative and they said they are focusing on traffic signs (stop signs, one-way signs) first, and in Central City first, moving towards Uptown.  They have gotten to Upper Rickerville.

Someone asked about the direction regarding to report one street sign at a time.  Rico did not think that approach was appropriate.  Jay repeated his email exchange with the Councilwoman’s Office which stated that they were not taking reports at this time because of the scope of the replacement plan.  1800 signs have already been replaced and 1700 have been re-set.

Scott then introduced Capt. Kirk Bouyelas [BOY-las], new captain of the 2nd District, who replaced Capt. Hosli.  Someone asked about the mapping project to allow residents to access crime data.  The COMSTAT maps used to be available on the city’s website but are not being posted right now.  Capt. Bouyelas introduced Edgar Staehle and Wilford Eddington, the 2 quality of life officers for the 2nd District (Eddington is brand new – they have split the District with Calhoun St. as the dividing line.  Edgar is on downtown side, Wilford is on the Jefferson Parish side.)

Capt Bouyelas email is kmbouyelas@cityofno.com
Edgar’s email is estaehle@cityofno.com   Phone:  658-6029
Regarding surveillance cameras, 8 are running now - none in our area – all are located on riverside of St. Charles.  They will be installing 9 in the 2nd District; Capt is pushing for more.  There is one at Calhoun and Claiborne but it is not operational. Capt was not sure why.  He also explained that due to privacy concerns, the cameras cannot be monitored but the 4-days worth of video can be pulled for a specific reason.
Capt also praised new cooperation between FBI, DEA,and NOPD.  2 major “knuckleheads” were caught and the case went to federal court.  Initial cooperation is for a few months, but Capt  is optimistic that it will longer.
To report suspected drug activity, call 311; they will transfer you to the drug hotline.  Anne will send out some additional info for us to post.  Also, Capt mentioned he reads all police reports.  Most car burglaries are of cars that were unlocked – tell everyone to lock their cars.  There have been 4 armed robberies in the last month on Claiborne near Cadiz by the same pair of juveniles that have been released by Judge Bell 3 times.  Capt. is trying to get him tried as an adult.  (SJ-we need to look up the judge’s email)
Someone asked about patrol techniques in empty neighborhoods.  The NOPD officers are given specific patrols that they must remain unless they are called.  Also, one officer walks the beat for 1 hour a day.  
Capt then explained what the Quality of Life officers are supposed to be doing:  1) they serve as neighborhood liaisons and attend meetings.  2) Deal with quality of life – abandoned cars, nuisance/noise ordinances, parking violations (they just call parking division), etc.

It was mentioned that the Nashville speeding and wrong-way traffic on State St. Dr are issues.  Capt stated he would pass that on.

The question was asked: what we as citizens can do to help the 2nd District?  Can we help technologically speaking to post the crime maps online? Capt said this is higher up than District staff.  COPS 2 is one way to provide equipment and supplies to cops. The best way though is to STAY INVOLVED.  Someone also suggested we follow the Coliseum civic association practice to have an Xmas party for the police.  There was support for this idea.  Jay mentioned that Elio from the Wine Warehouse/Felipe’s is interested in doing something like this.
Scott asked about manpower in the 2nd District.  Capt responded that they have enough people but could also use more.  Also, he mentioned that the crime lab should be up and running within 90 days.  NOPD still needs 3 District stations and a new headquarters building.
Jay made some announcements:

· Sat 3/3 planting at Vendome triangle; landscaping was financed by the Shell grant that Kristi Trail and Kim Limmex applied for.  

· Parks and Parkways dept will have a tree and plant sale on Sat. 3/10.

· NW Carrollton Association is sponsoring a cleanup in tornado-stricken areas on 3/10 also.

· The Calhoun Superette is open.  

· Our area will likely be designated as a Historic District by the fall.  This will not affect property rights but does afford significant tax advantages for rebuilding.
· Presented University Village goals; see the slide presentation below.  Slide 16 shows the winning Tulane entry in the design competition.
Sandy mentioned that the next meeting would involve nomination for Officers (President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer) and would also solicit volunteers for committees such as Crime/Security, Beautification, Urban Planning, Block Captains, and Neighborhood Liaisons.
Karen pulled the winning ticket for the drawing and then Scott adjourned the meeting at 9 pm after reminding everyone that the next meeting would be the last Thursday of the month (Mar. 29).
