CUNA meeting April 30, 2009
Scott opened the meeting at 7pm by introducing Rico Sterling from Councilwoman Shelley Midura’s office.  Attendees registered their opposition to Tulane’s plan to close McAllister Drive and force students to use the Willow St entrance, as this will worsen existing traffic and parking problems around the area.   He clarified that Tulane was not required to conduct a traffic impact study for this or obtain permission from the city, since McAllister is a private street.
Murray Nelson, a representative from Congressman Cao’s office, provided some materials regarding hurricane evacuation planning and pandemic flu and stressed that their office is always available to residents of the district.  He also reminded those attending that there is a May 1 deadline to remove FEMA trailers.  He stated that FEMA funding is starting to flow to the new hospital, as well as to educational institutions such as Xavier, Southern, UNO, Delgado, Tulane, etc, for hurricane recovery.  Also, there is block grant money for community organizations such as ours – i.e. community outreach and development – we an call their office for info on how to apply.  

President Barron then introduced VP Jay Dufour who discussed the ongoing CUNA traffic study for the S. Claiborne between Broadway and Nashville, and introduced Dennis Finegan from Urban Systems, who conducted the study.  Mr. Finegan made a final presentation of his findings to those in attendance.
· There are 2 signals – one on Nashville and one on Broadway which are not synchronized and have different timing (Broadway is a 70 second light and Nashville is 90 seconds.  Recommend they be put on the same 80-second cycle so that people don’t speed to make the second green light when heading towards Jefferson parish)
· Calhoun riverbound also presents some issues in that there are delays in crossing the intersection at S. Claiborne.  They looked at whether a traffic signal at Calhoun is feasible; but it does not meet the criteria for traffic volume from the side streets.  Also, Calhoun is too close to Nashville signal (according to US highway criteria) to have its own traffic light.  Jay noted that the steering committee was torn as to where the signal might be placed anyway.
· Speed study – 71% of traffic exceeds the 35 MPH limit.  85th percentile of speed is 43/44 MPH – this should be used to determine the speed limit.  He noted that Claiborne looks like a highway and people drive accordingly (no specific recommendation to increase the speed limit though).  He also noted traffic lights are not used to slow speeding motorists down.  Jay asked whether a yellow light could be used – he said yes possibly at S. Johnson.  The best solution, however, is better enforcement of the existing speed limit, possibly via a speed camera.  Another suggestion to improve safety would be to make S. Johnson at Calhoun a one way; Finegan stated he also needs to relook at the State St. Drive and S. Johnson intersection.

· Recommend several more crosswalks to highlight for motorist and yellow “corner zone” striping to stop people from parking 20 feet from intersection to improve vision.  Someone noted that the city does not write tickets for people parked on existing corner zones because (they’ve been told by the meter maids) they erroneously believe a striped crosswalk must be painted.  

· There are crosswalks at Broadway but you can’t see them.  Also there are only 3 speed limit signs – so recommend that city add signs (although the city ordinance does not require signs, since the default speed limit is 35 on divided streets)

· Also recommend sidewalk improvements in front of shopping center – add sidewalks instead of curb cuts to improve pedestrian safety.

· S. Claiborne is wide enough for a bike lane – not along the median but a dedicated lane on the road – but that would have to be coordinated with other areas to link with other bike lanes.  A logical route would be Claiborne at Palmer Park or at the baseball park at Leonidas, to either Napoleon or Jefferson.  One benefit of carving out the bike lane would be to narrow the rest of the lanes which would discourage speeding.  
· Someone asked regarding the pedestrians being able to change the light to red to cross (@ existing lights on Nashville and Broadway – Finegan said you don’t have pedestrian volumes but the attendees’ consensus is that pedestrians avoid crossing Claiborne because of the danger.  We would have to work with the state to get pedestrian-controlled lights.
Finally, a representative from Broadmoor Improvement Association (BIA) explained their plans to open Dogmoor at the Jeff Davis neutral ground between Earhart and MLK; best case scenario is that they will break ground by Dec 31.  There was concern expressed by attendees who live near the area regarding safety/security and traffic issues:

· There is little parking available at the site, and the heavy traffic poses a safety risk.
· Is it needed?  There is City Bark (which breaks ground in a few days) and the levee.  
· They would fence the area off with a 6-8 foot fence, thereby blocking access.
· Assumes security will be provided by the tax district for patrols proposed by Tim Garrett, but what if it doesn’t pass?  Even if it does pass, why spend security patrol resources for a dogpark?   

· Lots of concern because we were not brought into the loop on this early on.  

BIA is applying for block grant money allocated for green space to maintain the area.  They plan to cut the grass and empty trash 4x a week.  Specific policies for use of park are on dogmoor.com.  They have contacted Parks and Parkways to lease the land from the city for a nominal fee.  Public comments can be directed to P&P.  
CUNA will request that BIA come to present on this to the membership before the next quarterly meeting.  General consensus of those attending was not in favor of this location but the CUNA officers and the BIA rep committed to continuing the dialogue.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm

