Minutes – CUNA General Membership Meeting, Thursday, 7/27/06  at 7:00 PM
Jewish Community Center, 5342 St. Charles Ave.

President Scott Barron welcomed the audience and Communications Chair Nicole Dufour introduced Rico Sterling, a representative from Councilwoman Shelly Midura’s office.  Mr. Sterling mentioned that was the liaison for neighborhood residents and he could be contacted at ejsterling@cityofno.com.  An audience member asked him whether it was true that residents needed to call 311 for major debris pickup rather than simply waiting for the contractors to canvass the area, and Mr. Sterling confirmed this was true.  He also noted that one could call regarding debris at another person’s house. 311 is also the number to call for getting abandoned cars towed; you will need the following information:  make, model, color, and VIN or license plate number.

Mr. Barron then dispensed with the acceptance of the previous meeting’s minutes due to the absence of the secretary.  He introduced Sandy Juarez, who spoke on the opportunity to join CUNA either in person tonight or online via the website: www.cuna-nola.org.  Annual membership fee is $20.  Ms. Juarez then introduced Mrs. Karen Porche, Treasurer, who gave her report and stated that the organization’s bank balance was just over $1000.  

Ms. Juarez then announced the upcoming National Night Out Against Crime on Tues. 8/1 and encouraged everyone to meet and greet their neighbors that evening.  No formal CUNA event was scheduled due to several planning meetings that same night.  Ms. Juarez also reported that the block captains would be coordinating a neighborhood cleanup including storm drains on Sat. 8/5 from 8:30 – 11:30 AM with lunch served afterwards at 4161 Vendome.  Anyone who was interested in participating was encouraged to contact their block captain, and a list of the block captains was passed out.  Ms. Juarez noted that block captains were gathering information on properties in their block and an audience member asked if there was an inventory of abandoned houses on each block.  Ms. Juarez stated that that information was still being compiled.  Someone asked about the enforcement of the 8/29 deadline to gut flooded houses and Ms. Juarez responded that Councilwoman Stacy Head recently said that the law would probably not be enforced, so CUNA was investigating other means to persuade property owners to gut their homes and make decisions.

Mr. Barron introduced Mr. Jay Dufour who reviewed the major elements of the neighborhood’s master plan and noted that the plan was available online for review and comment.  He recognized the Urban Planning Committee, including Steven Verdeber, Kristi Trail and Bridget Dupuy, for their work.  Mr. Dufour noted upcoming planning meetings on 8/1 for the Fontainebleau area and 8/3 for the Audubon/Freret area.  He also introduced two guests:  Ms. Anne Eckert, Mr. Dan Usner, and Mr. Lou Good.  Ms. Eckert provided information on the existing security patrol on Vendome, Nashville, Vincennes, and State St. Dr. and encouraged people to join and/or let her know if they were interested in expanding the area patrolled.  She suggested that CUNA consider merging the existing security patrols in the area, including the Versailles and Audubon patrols.  Mr. Dan Usner, who owns the Shell station on Claiborne near Calhoun, reported that Shell is divesting itself of all its stations in New Orleans and so he is faced with turning the stove over to another franchise which is still undetermined.  He thanked everyone for their loyalty over the years and stated that he would miss the neighborhood and his customers very much.  Mr. Good, who owns the strip mall on Claiborne behind the Shell station, reported that almost everyone is back, and Sprint will establish a store.  Capital One is building a new bank branch on the site of the existing walk-in branch and the former Wolf Camera site. Another gentleman who owns Papa Johns on Calhoun stated that the Calhoun Superette is slowly trying to rebuild as well.  

Mr. Barron opened up the floor to questions and comments.  One individual stated that we should pressure the city to resume the recyling program.  Someone else stated that the city would announce recycling “drop-off” points soon.  [Note:  Mr. Sterling followed up with CUNA to inform us that, unfortunately, there is no recyling in the city right now nor is there a plan to resume in the near future]

Other individuals complained about speeding on the streets particularly Nashville and Vendome and Mr. Dufour noted that “traffic-calming” strategies – such as making Nashville 2 lanes rather than 4 – were included in the neighborhood master plan.  Mr. Sterling also stated he would look into getting police coverage in those areas, but he noted that police resources are stretched thin.  He also agreed to report another resident’s complaint about water pipes that have been on the Fontainebleau neutral ground near Nashville for months.
Ms. Dufour reiterated upcoming meetings and events and then introduced District Attorney Eddie Jordan, who described his office’s increased case acceptance and conviction rates and his efforts to address rising crime by videotaping defendants’ statements and influencing judges to try violent cases first rather than the oldest first.

The meeting concluded at approximately 9 PM.

