Claiborne-University Neighborhood Association Meeting Minutes

Thursday, August 24, 2006
Scott Barron, President, opened the meeting at 7:00PM.  He noted that both the Secretary and Treasurer were absent, so approval of the previous meeting minutes was waived.  He did report that the Treasurer provided him with the organization’s bank account balance, which was approximately $1000.

Sandy Juarez, Vice President, reported on the block captains’ neighborhood/storm drain cleanup on August 5, which was very successful.  She noted that many folks had requested we do this on a regular basis, and also announced that the Katrina Krewe would be doing a cleanup in the Jeff Davis/Octavia area on Saturday.  Ms. Juarez also reminded everyone that block captain volunteers and new members are welcome.

Jay Dufour, Urban Planning Committee chair, reported on the unified planning process and noted that the meetings with Billes Architecture (the City Council’s planners, whose work will be folded into the Unified Plan-UNOP) went well and resulted in many of CUNA’s concerns being reflected in the final paperwork.  The UNOP planners for the neighborhood and district 3 had not yet been chosen [Note:  the following week, it was announced that Frederic Schwartz Architects (New York, NY) was the district team, and now – a joint venture between Eskew+Dumez+Ripple, Chan Krieger Sieniewicz, and William Morrish) was the neighborhood team.]
Jay also reported that Ms. Marilyn Kearney has volunteered to head up the effort to apply for a Main Street grant to improve Calhoun St.  She has done similar work with the “America the Beautiful” organization.  She asked for assistance from volunteers.

Ms. Anne Eckert reported that there are now 71 members of the patrol and reiterated that expanded membership will mean expanded hours and days of the patrol.  Someone asked about recent incidents and Ms. Eckert stated that there had been one storage shed on State St. Dr that had been burglarized several times.  She closed by asking for a volunteer to take on the effort of pursuing a tax district for a formal patrol.

Mr. Barron reported on his communications with Tulane University, which is now requiring community service hours.  He stated that this would provide CUNA with a labor pool to assist in our community efforts.

Mr. Mark Johnson introduced himself as the point of contact for quality of life issues.  He will be creating a message board on the cuna website.  He also provided a recap of the city’s gutting ordinance and explained that, with city resources so low, enforcement would be an issue, so CUNA would be putting pressure to bear via its block captains to encourage people to clean, gut, and secure their properties.

Ms Stacy Head, Council representative for District B, then addressed the meeting.  She stated that the gutting ordinance was probably unconstitutional so it was being changed.  There will be 3 steps involved; the first 2 are warnings to the property owner, and the last is potential legal action.  She noted that depending on what the District A representative decides, District B (includes area north of Fontainebleau Dr.) may be the first district to enforce the ordinance.  Ms. Head provided some contact information for folks who can assist with the establishment of a tax district for the private patrol, and said it was a process that would likely take a year since it must be approved by voters in the area.  Ms. Head also gave a briefing on city efforts to bring big retailers like Target to the Claiborne retail corridor to shore up the tax base; this effort has already been successful in bringing in Home Depot.  Property and sales tax collections are better than forecasted; in particular, property tax collection rates are similar to what they were pre-Katrina.
A representative from Shelly Midura’s office announced that Walgreens and Roberts supermarket had come to an agreement about the corner of Claiborne and Carrollton which did not require a waiver of the Carrollton overlay, so the neighborhood’s concerns have been addressed and the project is moving forward.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

